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Hi Everyone,

Here's the latest...

The St. Michael's crew sitting down to lunch at Chuy's dining room after delivering a metric ton of food.

backpack update

We were scheduled to take our remaining 300+ backpacks down today to distribute to the children, but Olivia (our
staffer in Tijuana) was informed last Tuesday that we had the wrong type of permit to take them across, that we had to
apply for a new permit through Mexico City, and that we needed pictures of a backpack and its contents in order to
request the permit. Today, Olivia was informed that we need to produce a sample backpack in order for border officials
to determine which type of permit we'll actually need before we can request it.
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Dave Rust's nicely composed shot of a sample backpack and contents.

So our trusty staffer here in the States, Dave Rust, dutifully drove a sample pack down and met Olivia in San Ysidro
this morning, and armed with the sample, Olivia will try again to get definitive word on what we need. As soon as we
know there really is a permit out there somewhere that qualifies, it will be another 2-3 weeks before we'll be able to try
again. Very frustrating, and poor Olivia is really in the middle of it all--special prayers for her as she battles city hall. We
will get the supplies to the children somehow, eventually.

van update

On the positive side, after losing our van at the border last month, we've had a new/old van donated to us with a
possible second van on the way. Neither van is registered at the moment, so we've got some work to do to get them
legal, but soon we should be back on the road with some carrying power. More soon as it develops...

st. michael's food delivery

One of our staunchest allies for years has been St. Michael and All Angels Church in Corona del Mar, CA. Led by
Frances Haynes, who has recently become one of our board members, St. Mikes collects and delivers a metric ton of
food every year as well a providing much other needed supplies and cash for various projects. This year was no
exception, and St. Michaels collected a fat ton of food and sent 20 volunteers and 7 vehicles down on Thursday,
August 20th to deliver the food to three of our five dining rooms in the colonias southwest of Tijuana.

As with all things at the border these days, there was drama... Only 4 of the 7 vehicles initially made it though the
commercial crossing at Otay Mesa, and even with the permits that Olivia had secured, the three vehicles were delayed
for about two hours and eventually all but one vehicle carrying beans and rice were allowed through. However the
intrepid man driving the seventh vehicle took a chance and returned to the San Ysidro crossing and got through
without incident. Thanks to the brave folks at St. Mike's for getting all that great food through to our kids. Maybe we
should hire them to drive the backpacks across... Take a look at more of their trip.
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Bringing in the goods...
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Some satisfied customers.
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Nothing so beautiful as brimming shelves, we think.
Thanks to everyone at St. Michaels and all of you, who continue to support this work and the children.
More soon,

Dave

Dave Brisbhin
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